
Greetings, 1st G Nation,

I pray that this year’s 2nd Quarter Edition of our newsletter finds you all
well and encouraged. In this edition, we have chosen to highlight the
noteworthy achievements of our 2023 graduates. Education, especially
within our community, is absolutely vital to our progress as a people. In
fact, it was Malcolm X that profoundly stated, “Education is our passport
to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those that prepare for it today.”  

To all of our graduates, I pray God’s choicest blessings upon you.
Continue to make God pleased and your family proud. As you move
onward and upward to achieving your future goals, endeavors, and
dreams, never forget your roots and all of the individuals and
institutions that took the time, made the investment, and helped you to
grow.

Always remember that you are the substance of what your ancestors
hoped for. You eat from vineyards that you did not plant and drink from
wells that you did not dig. Never forget the bridge that got you over.
There will be some difficult days, but as you remain in Christ, difficulty
is always doable. In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., “If you can't
fly, then run, if you can't run, then walk, if you can't walk, then crawl, but
whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward.” Best the best
version of “you” that you can be. As your pastor, I am beyond proud of
you all. I’m here should you need me. Keep shining! 

In God’s Grip,

Dr. Joshua A. Harris Sr. 
“Love God. Love People. Period.”

“Class of 2023”
PASTOR'S PEN
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9% 

33%

 
Mortgage  Ba lance  as  

o f  January  1 ,  2021 :
 

$867,330.13
(reduced by 9%)

 
 

Mortgage  Ba lance  as  
o f  August  4 ,  2023 :

 

$639,142.37
(reduced by 33%)
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Submit ted by Rev.  L i l l ie  Mae Pet tus 

River  C i ty  Mortgage
Report

 
Mortgage  Ba lance
November  1 ,  2018 :

 
$953 ,920.50

 
 
 

 
 

 Church Anniversary
collected as of

07/31/2023
 

$14,273.00
 



As we examine worship, we should identify “Who” is the true object of our
worship? I submit to you that God is the object of our worship for every
believer! For various reasons, it seems we have completely lost sight of who
God is. We’ve lost sight of His majesty, love, holiness, mercy, and grace. We
must never allow the worship we owe God to be brought down to our level.
However, we must develop such a respect for Worship that heaven and earth
are moved. 
 
Worship is so important that the devil got kicked out of heaven because he
wanted the worship due to our God. The devil knew worship was important
because he asked Jesus one day to bow down and worship him. Jesus rebuked
him and told him that man should worship only the Father and Him alone.
Worship is important and has its place in the church.
 
Worship lifts the worshipers out of drudgery and brings meaning to life.
Worship links the worshiper with that common set of memories belonging to
the Christian family. Worship resets our life, giving us another chance to get
it right. Worship gets us into the holy of holies, as well as getting us into the
presence of the almighty God. 
 
Because of this belief and our desire to give God our best offering of worship
and praise, the Worship & Media Arts department of 1st G is excited to
announce our Fall Worship & Praise Workshop. Beginning Friday, September
22nd at 6:30 pm, we will cultivate our musical skills while incorporating
critical elements to help us enhance our worship experience. Our gathering
will continue Saturday, September 23rd, at noon and conclude with a concert
on Sunday, September 24th, at 4 pm. We are excited to share that our guest
clinician will be Jerome Johnson of Cincinnati, Ohio, where he serves as the
Minster of Music of New Prospect Baptist Church. We anticipate greatly what
God has planned during this gathering, and we cannot wait to worship with
you! 

Carl L.A Moore, M.S.
Minister of Worship & Media Arts 
First Gethsemane Baptist Church

Worship & Arts Ministry
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Our Worship is For Real!
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2nd Pastor & People's Anniversary

 



Homecoming Choir



Laugh Out Loud Comedy Night
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113th Church Anniversary
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Brice Bonmon
David Brown Christian

Jasean Ferrell
Theresa Griffin
Azaira Hinton
Lagena James

Nathan Kayondo
Natha, Jr. Kayondo 
Terrena Kayondo
Naomi Minggia

Kalah Neal
Rev. Phillip Petus

Nicholas Viverette
Steven Williams
Lafayette Young

WELCOME!
We extend a warm welcome
to all of our new members.
We want you to know that
you belong here and that
we are delighted that you

have chosen to come grow
with us.

 
As a church family, we are
committed to helping each
other grow in our faith and

deepen our relationship
with God. We believe that a
vital part of this journey is

connecting with other
believers and sharing life

together.
 

Our guiding principle is
simple: Love God, Love

People... Period. This is the
heart of everything we do,
and we invite you to join
us in living this out each

day.
 

Thank you again for joining
us, and we look forward to
getting to know you better
as brothers and sisters in

Christ!
 
 
 

WELCOME TO OUR
NEWEST 1ST G MEMBERS!
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Upcoming Services, Events & Activities 



Upcoming Services, Events & Activities 
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Guest WiFi 1stGNation / Password GR0W1159 /



Rev. Phillip Pettus





You Belong Here!

C o m e  G r o w  W i t h  U s !

w w w . 1 s t g c h u r c h . o r g


